
Terms and Conditions 
 

�ature of Pilgrimage and accommodations: St. Francis Pilgrimages, LLC has 
made every effort to create a spiritual experience in the spirit of Franciscan 
simplicity rather than design a typical tour. As such, there will be time set aside 
for private prayer and spiritual teaching. Accommodations are based on double 
occupancy and utilize two or three star hotels or religious institutes of good 
quality. All rooms have private bath. 
Price: The published price of $2,590 includes air line ticket, ground bus 
transportation by private coach, room based on double-occupancy, and continental 
breakfast plus one other meal per day. It does not include airfare taxes/surcharges 
(currently $300), one meal per day, tips ($5-10/day), or travel insurance (highly 
recommended). A ground package is available for anyone wishing to make their 
own airfare arrangements.  
Payment information: A non-refundable deposit of $300 is required to secure a 
reservation. The first payment of $1200 is due 120 days prior to departure. The 
remaining balance is due 3 months prior to departure. All trip prices and costs are 
published in dollars and are calculated based on the euro/dollar exchange rate at 
the time of booking. St. Francis Pilgrimages, LLC reserves the right to adjust the 
price prior to departure based on currency rate fluctuations. Our 2007 pilgrimages 
were priced on the dollar/euro exchange rate of 1.40 dollars per euro. 
Cancellations: Should you cancel, refunds are made based on the following: 119-
90 days prior to departure: amount paid minus $300; 89-30 days: 50% amount 
paid; 29-7 days: 10% amount paid. Additionally, deposits are non-refundable. 
Further, once tickets are printed, they are usually non-refundable. We recommend 
trip cancellation insurance at www.tripinsurance.com If a pilgrimage is cancelled 
by St. Francis Pilgrimages, LLC, everyone who has registered will be refunded all 
payments including deposits. However, if you cancel individually before St. 
Francis Pilgrimages officially cancels, refunds will be based on the above criteria. 
St. Francis Pilgrimages will only cancel a pilgrimage if there is an insufficient 
number of registrations, or possibly if a Travel Warning is issued by the US State 
Department in the destination country. 
Health: Participants regularly comment that the pilgrimage is more strenuous than 
they were prepared for, as it involves much walking – some on hilly cobblestone 
streets. If you have any health conditions, we require that you consult your doctor 
before leaving. 
Consumer Disclosure �otice: St. Francis Pilgrimages, LLC cannot accept 
responsibility for the actions and/or service of independent contractors involved, 
i.e. air carrier, bus company, convent and/or hotel. St. Francis Pilgrimages, LLC 
reserves the right to cancel a pilgrimage if there are insufficient participants 
registered, in which case a full refund will be granted to all participants. St. 
Francis Pilgrimages, LLC may change the itinerary if circumstances warrant it. St. 
Francis Pilgrimages, LLC cannot be held liable for illness or injury incurred 
during trip. 

 

Contemplative Journey to Holiness in the heart of Franciscan 

Italy – September 1-13, 2008 

Led by Fr. Edgar Sanchez, M.Sp.S 

$2,590* 
 

 
 

The pilgrimage will be led and guided by Bret Thoman, SFO, who lives in Italy 
with his wife and two small children. Their website describes their ministry – 

www.stfrancispilgrimages.com 
 

Monday, September 1 
Begin your pilgrimage with a flight from Portland on overnight flight with 
Northwest/KLM to Rome via a connection in Amsterdam.  
 

Tuesday, September 2 
You’ll arrive in Rome Fiumicino and take a private chartered bus to our religious hotel 
in Rome. After checking into our hotel, we will begin with an introductory meeting 
followed by dinner and an early night to rest. 
 

Wednesday, September 3 
In the morning, we will head down to Vatican City where we will listen to the Holy 
Father give his weekly Audience in seven languages. After lunch (on your own) we 
will offer a guided visit of the Basilica of Saint Paul outside the Walls, Saint John 
Lateran, the Scala Santa, Saint Mary Major and the Basilica of Holy Cross. We will 
conclude with dinner, and overnight in our Rome religious hotel. 
 

Thursday, September 4 
Today we will return to St. Peter’s Basilica for a guided visit to the Vatican Museums 
and Sistine Chapel (depending on availability) and St. Peter’s Basilica. You will be 
free to take in the sights of Rome at your own leisure. We will offer dinner and 
overnight in the Rome religious hotel. 
 

Friday, September 5 
After breakfast we will continue our journey in the footsteps of Francis with a 
chartered bus ride to Assisi. In the afternoon we will offer a guided walking tour 
through the Franciscan sites in the medieval part of the city to include Piazza Comune, 
Chiesa Nuova, Bernard of Quintavalle, and the Basilica of St. Clare.  
 

Saturday, September 6 
In the morning we will go to the Basilica of Saint Francis for Mass followed by a 
guided visit by a friar at the world renown Sacro Convento Basilica, where St. Francis’ 
body is entombed. The church is adorned with beautiful frescoes painted by masters of 



the early Renaissance. In the afternoon we will visit San Damiano followed by free 
time. 
 

Sunday, September 7 
Today we’ll have another day of taking in the beautiful sights of Italy as we journey to 
beautiful Siena where we will have Mass at the church of San Domenico where are 
housed some relics of Saint Catherine. Return to Assisi for dinner. 
 

Monday, September 8 
Today we will visit two little-known Umbrian cities, Cascia and Nursia, home to two 
important saints, Saint Benedict and Saint Rita. We will have Mass in the Basilica of 
St. Rita and a visit to the birthplace of Saint Benedict in Nursia.  
 

Tuesday, September 9 
In the morning we will visit the Basilica of Saint Mary of the Angels, which houses 
the small church of the Porziuncula. This place is very important to the story of 
Francis and is one the churches Francis rebuilt with his hands, where Clare met 
Francis and the brothers as a follower, and where Francis died on October 3, 1228. 
The remainder of the day is free with dinner offered. 
 

Wednesday, September 10 
After breakfast we’ll board our private coach and stop by RivoTorto, where Francis 
and the first brothers lived in huts while they served lepers, on our way to the 
mountain hermitage of LaVerna where St. Francis mysteriously received the stigmata, 
the wounds of Christ, in 1224. We will be present during the friars’ daily procession at 
3:00 and later journey back to Assisi for dinner and overnight.  
 

Thursday, September 11 
Today we will continue our journey eastbound through the Apennine Mountains via 
private coach to the little-known region of the Marches of Ancona. We’ll begin with a 
visit to the mother house of the Capuchin Order where a friar will guide us through 
their museum and church. After lunch with the friars, we’ll continue to San Severino 
where you are in for a treat as we spend the evening with the Poor Clare Sisters. Here 
we’ll have a reflection given by one of the Sisters, evening prayer and dinner. We will 
continue on to Loreto for overnight in a Franciscan hotel. 
http://www.casasanfrancesco.it/ 
 

Friday, September 12 
This morning we will have Mass in the Holy House of Loreto, the traditional birth-
home of our Lady, which was brought to Italy in the 13

th
 century. We will continue 

our pilgrimage with a drive to Rome where we will have dinner and overnight. 
 

Saturday, September 13 
We will depart in our chartered bus for a return to Portland. 
 
*Price is per person and includes round-trip airfare, all ground transportation, room in 2 or 
3* hotels or religious institutes of a good quality (2/room), and breakfast plus one 
meal/day. Not included are airfare taxes/fuel surcharges (currently $300 but subject to 
change), tips ($5-10/day), or optional trip insurance. 
**The itinerary is subject to change due to factors beyond our control. However, the focus 
on the spiritual nature of the trip will always be the overall objective, and will not change. 

PILGRIM REGISTRATIO� FORM  

September 1-13, 2008 - $2,590 
Please return with a non-refundable (but transferable) deposit of $300.00 to 
reserve your place. Make checks payable to St. Francis Pilgrimages. Include a 
copy of passport photo/signature page. One application per family is sufficient, 
but include deposit amount per person. Return completed form to:  

St. Francis Pilgrimages 

PO Box 3605 

Peachtree City, Ga 30269  

1. Legal name on passport: ___________________________________ 

Passport must be valid 90 days after return date; if you are not a US citizen, 

you may need a visa to enter Italy.) 

2. Name for your name tag: ___________________________________ 
3. Passport Number: _____________ Expiration Date: _____________ 
4. My roommate will be: _____________________________________ 

(single rooms are limited and may be available at additional cost) 

5. E-mail address: __________________________________________ 
6. Mailing Address: _________________________________________ 

 City: ____________________State: ____________Zip:__________ 
7. Home tel: (        )____________ Alt. no.: (      ) _________________ 
8. Emergency contact (name, telephone number): 

_______________________________________________________ 
9. How did you hear about the pilgrimage? 

_______________________________________________________ 
10. What do you expect from the pilgrimage? 

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

11. Do you have special needs or concerns? (See Terms and Conditions below) 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

12. If you have any health conditions, please see Terms and Conditions 
below and on website.  

 

Upon receipt of this registration form, we will send you a detailed letter 
explaining what to expect and do next.  
I have read and understand the terms and conditions described below and 
on website. 
 

Signature(s) _______________________ Date:  ________________ 
 

“May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May the Lord let His Face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

May the Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace. 

May the Lord bless you.” 


